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Advice To Puppy Buyers
One of the first things to remember is, although you will probably fall in love with the first puppy you see, this does not necessarily mean that it is the right one for you.  Remember all puppies are beautiful, and that the dog you choose will be your companion for the next ten to fifteen years.  
That is a very long time, especially if you have chosen unwisely in the beginning.
           Do you know how big a golden Retriever grows to?
           Do you know how much food it eats?
           Have you decided whether you want a dog or a bitch?  
           If a bitch, do you know how often she will come in season and for how long?  
           Are you prepared to exercise a big dog, not just for a while, but for the length of its lifetime?
           Health costs for a large dog can mount up, be prepared for this or take out pet insurance   
These are just some of the questions that you will need to ask yourself, and here are some of the answers.  
           A Golden Retriever dog size is 22” to 24”(56cm to 61cm) tall and a bitch 20” to 22”.(51cm to 56cm) and weigh around 35 kilos for dogs and 32 kilos for bitches
           A puppy will need to be fed by you 3 to 4 times a day for the first few months, gradually decreasing to twice a day and then one a day at 12 months.  The food required by a full grown Golden Retriever is about 450-550 grams a day, but this does vary from dog to dog.  Commercially prepared dog foods available at pet shops are recommended as the basic diet for your dog. The breeder should supply a diet sheet when you buy the puppy and advise what food the puppy has been raised on…. If planned to use another food, please only introduce a little at a time as this can upset their sensitive stomachs.
           A bitch will come in season generally twice a year for 3 weeks each time and while in season must be kept confined in a safe place when not being exercised by you in suitable surroundings.  
           Exercise - a fully-grown Golden Retriever should have at least 30 minutes exercise per day and some of this running loose in a suitable place away from traffic.   
If you are still keen to get a Golden Retriever and give it the proper care it deserves, here is some advice we hope will be helpful.
           Contact a breeder, either directly or through our liaison officer  and make a time with him or her to see the puppies, ideally at feed time as if you come after they have eaten they will probably be fast asleep
           The puppy should have been wormed at least 3 times when you receive it and will require being wormed by you regularly until an adult.
           Vaccinations are essential, as is early socialisation with other dogs and puppies of good temperament. Until your puppy is fully vaccinated ensure that it only comes into contact with other dogs or puppies that you know, and that are healthy and have been vaccinated. DO keep your puppy away from areas where unknown dogs may have visited such as dog exercise areas or public places.
           This Club recommends enrolling yourself and your puppy in puppy pre-school as well as taking your dog with you to visit friends and relatives where possible. Early socialisation is one of the most important things you can do for your puppy. Your vet can give you advice and suggestions on this as well as providing details of training classes available in your area and when it is safe to take your puppy to public areas
           You will require a fenced property or area for your dog.  The Golden Retriever Club supports responsible dog ownership, which means not letting your dog roam to annoy and worry other people.  Not letting it loose on public beaches or crowded places, and if your dog should foul the beach, bury the fouling or remove it.
           As a club, we do not recommend any specific or particular puppy, litter, or breeder, but have a listing of puppies and older dogs available at that time from breeders who have listed with the club.  
           The club can also provide general breed information, which can also be seen on our website.
           It is then up to you as the puppy buyer to make a valued and informed decision on any Golden Retriever puppy that you may purchase.
Let your dog be a happy and acceptable member of our society.  Golden Retrievers are not only lovely to look at, but they have one of, if not the best temperament of any breed of dog and are a loving and gentle companion for all ages as long as they are treated in a kind way.  May you and the dog you choose have a happy and rewarding future.
 
CHOOSING A REPUTABLE BREEDER
There are several ways of purchasing a Golden Retriever
As a Club, we would like to assist you in finding the serious Breeder who regards Breeding as more than just a hobby and can provide you with a lifetime companion.
Breeders can fall into several categories
           One who is actively involved in a recreation with their dogs, i.e. Showing, Obedience, Trialling, Agility etc? Breeds mainly to improve the quality of their stock, which allows them to continue this activity. These breeders are usually careful in the placement of their puppies as the breeder who competes has a reputation to uphold.
           The pet owner/breeder who although not participating in any sport or activity with their dog, owns a sound pedigreed bitch and has usually consulted with the breeder of the bitch in selecting a suitable mate.
           The pet owner who either owns a single bitch and is having a “one off litter” or has two or more bitches and breeds regularly.
Even though you do not want a competition animal, you deserve a pet that was the end result of a carefully planned litter.
The Golden Retriever Club allows any breeder to list their litter of puppies with the club. These breeders must comply with the criteria rules set by the club.
           Has been a financial member of the club for at least the immediate past twelve months.
           Litter Sire and Dam must have clear eye certificates from an approved source (sighted)
           Litter Sire and Dam must have Hip and Elbow score certificates from an approved source (sighted)
The Golden Retriever Club cannot direct any inquiry to a particular breeder; the onus is on the purchaser to ask. DO NOT BE AFRAID TO ASK QUESTIONS, and if the answers do NOT meet your criteria, score them off your list. You will own your puppy for possibly the next 15years, it is worth taking a few minutes to check everything out.
 
The Breeder Should
           Be as careful and honest in selling you your pet puppy as in selling show stock
           Be able to show you a clean healthy environment, with well-socialised puppies, and a dam with good temperament.
           Do not be put off if the breeder does not allow you to handle very young puppies, as the possibility of transmitting fatal infections is high.
           Be able to have available written instructions on feeding, training and care, type and dates of due vaccinations, details of worming procedure’s
           If the puppies are registered with the NZKC the breeder should be able to show/provide you with a registration certificate, together with a 5-generation pedigree.
           The sire and dam must have had their hips, elbows and eyes checked ask to see a copy of these certificates. The reason for this is Goldens are prone to hereditary problems in these areas and to ensure that breeders are doing the best for the breed, it is essential that these be checked.
           The Golden Retriever Club does not stipulate any specific hip score as being acceptable. Our comment always is-the lower the score the better. You can seek further information on this should you be concerned
           If your dog is registered with the NZKC the breeder is responsible for registration and change of ownership within 14 days.
A serious breeder will not let one of their puppies go to just anyone. You should be asked such questions as: 
Have you had a large dog before?
What area do you live in?
Do you have a large property?
Do you work full time?
Where will the dog be housed?
By asking these questions the breeder is protecting the breed.
No one wants to own a Golden that barks all day and night because it is tied to the clothesline all the time, or wanders into the street chasing cars, children etc., because it is not fenced in.  A Breeder may be a bit hesitant to sell you a puppy until they know more about you, what you are looking for in a dog and what life-style you have in mind for it.
If your breeder meets all those requirements then you are in good hands.  If you get a negative response to any of these requirements, think twice and discuss the situation with someone else.  Do not be impulsive and DO ask questions.
Most experienced breeders will answer all the questions you want answered about the puppies.  No one will ever breed the perfect dog but meeting these requirements shows you that the breeder is dong everything in their power to eradicate problems. It is not possible to guarantee perfection because their can always be the unfortunate throwback which is not the fault of the breeder but a fact of nature.
Remember:  A responsible breeder is there for you even after you take the puppy home, they will take your calls and assist you if you have any questions
 
PICKING A PUPPY
Once you have found a breeder that you can trust it is time to think about your puppy.  Take your time, you may have to wait.  Be sure that breeder knows if you want the dog for a particular purpose, other than just a companion (such as a show dog, obedience dog or field trials).  Very few litters have more than a few “show prospects” in them but a ‘pet quality’ puppy from a well bred litter has all the potential of growing up to be a sturdy, healthy Golden of proper size and temperament.  Good litters seldom go begging and it is not uncommon for litters to be pre-booked, therefore the chance of you getting a ‘choice’ of puppies depends on the size of the litter.
If the breeder offers you more than one puppy to select from, take each of the puppies you are considering away from the rest of its litter mates and observe its reaction to its environment and to you.  Puppies at seven to eight weeks of age should be willing to explore their environment and although a little bit cautious at first, they should investigate new objects and be fairly self-assured.  Speak to the puppy and try to see if it has any instinct to watch, chase, carry and possibly even return to you with the ball.  Some puppies are slower to develop the retrieving instinct than others are but you should not consider a puppy that does not show some interest or awareness of a moving object.  Does the puppy exhibit the type of personality you would want to live with.  Perhaps the bold, brash puppy that never stops getting into things would be too much for you.  And the easier going fellow who is agreeable and a bit more perceptive to your guidance would be a better choice.  While observing the puppies observe the dam as well.  The puppies may inherit any shyness or aggression from their Mother.  A Golden Retriever bitch should be watchful and patient with her puppies and should be happy to show them to you.  If the sire is available ask to see him too
 
THE OLDER DOG
If you are not prepared to go through the trials and training of a puppy, an older puppy or even a mature dog can be a good alternative.  Especially in households in which the family pet may have to spend much of the day unsupervised.  Goldens are very adaptable and a Golden Retriever of any age with a good temperament can become a member of the family in a very short time.  There are many reasons why an older dog can become available.
Breeders sometimes hold onto a puppy until it is old enough to determine its show or breeding potential, or circumstances have changed and a breeder is trying to help re-house a much loved pet.  There are many reasons but whatever they may be, the grown dog is available, house-trained, knows commands, and has formed behaviour patterns.  If the dog has been loved and well taken care of he will continue to give love and devotion to his new owners because a properly raised Golden loves and needs people.  Never be hesitant to take an outgoing, good-natured older dog into your home, although it may be confused at first and cause a few problems.  Patience, consistency and reassurance are the key words.  The dog’s self confidence will return and it will adapt readily to your routine.
Try to find out all you can about the older dog you are considering taking home, so that you can determine if his temperament is compatible with yours.  Learn, as much about his habits, diet, likes, and dislikes, daily routine and past history.  It is important all of your family members meet the dog before its adoption and agree that this is the one they want.  Try and stay with the dog for the first few days.  A long weekend is ideal.  Time must be taken to make clear that the dog knows where it is to sleep, relieve itself, where and when it will eat, what it can and cannot do in the house.  Give the dog a month to settle and gain confidence.  Once you both know what is expected of each other then the reward will be a loyal and devoted companion.
